A new use of Fogarty catheter: chest tube clearance.
Chest tubes are commonly used for patients who have undergone a cardiothoracic procedure to avoid the complications related to the accumulation of blood and serous fluid in the chest. Although the traditional methods such as milking, stripping or active chest tube clearance devices are used to establish patency of the chest tubes, they can become clogged at any time after their placement. Our technique may re-establish the tube patency with utilising Fogarty catheter and without any detriment to tissues.